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East, where her activities threatened Germany and Austria, to the
Far East where they would be relatively harmless. The diversion of
a possible enemy or rival to a distant part of the world had from 1871
onwards been one of the leading ideas of German policy ;* and in
his communications to his Minister the Kaiser made no secret of his
hope that Russia would be rendered innocuous in Europe, if her
ambitions and resources were staked on an adventure at the far end
of the world.
" We must endeavour," he said, " to nail Russia down in East Asia
so that she may busy herself less with Europe and the European Near
East. By turning to account the power of the Orthodox Church
and the Moscow circle, Russia must be pushed forward as the Cham-
pion of Orthodox Christianity and the Cross, as the bulwark of
civilization against the threatening danger of a Chinese assault set in
motion by Japan. Prince Bismarck himself pursued a policy of that
kind." But combined with the Russian championship of the Cross,
there would be material advantages for Germany, if the Tsar were
skilfully handled. A bargain might be struck between the two
countries, whereby Germany would undertake to guard Russia's rear
in Europe while she went forward with her Christian mission in China,
and for this service Russia might consent to reduce her force on the
German frontier. The Kaiser also reported that he had sounded the
Tsar about coaling-stations, and the Tsar had said it was " perfectly
natural" that Germany should desire something of the kind. Piety
and business seemed to be perfectly adjusted in this scheme.
Towards the end of 1897 the murder of two missionaries in China
set the Germans in motion, and on November 14 they seized the
Chinese port of Kiao-Chow in Shantung, and a fortnight later dis-
patched an expedition to the Far East under the command of Prince
Henry, the Kaiser's brother. At a banquet in the royal palace at Kiel
on the eve of its departure the Kaiser apostrophized his brother in a
melodramatic speech in which both the business and the religious
aspects of the expedition were explained to the German people. It
was to give protection equally to the " new German Hansa " which
was developing the commercial interests of the country with such
astonishing success and to " our German brethren in holy orders "
who were risking their lives " to carry our religion to foreign soil."
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